In the year 1702 the first treatise on diseases of the foetus was published under the auspices of the celebrated Hoffmann ; and there have appeared since that time many contributors to this department of medical science. Few, however, have done more than record one or two
We pass over his observations on this subject, however, in order to notice his remarks on fracture of the bones occurring before birth (?? 58-60) , an accident of considerable importance in a medico-legal point of view. Eighteen cases of the accident are detailed by M. Graetzer, of which the following, quoted by him from Pr. Carus, is one of the most remarkable: " A healthy woman, aged twenty-five, fell from a ladder upon her abdomen when in the sixth month of her pregnancy. At the moment of the accident the child's movements became more violent than ordinary; but afterwards they grew weaker, and at the end of her pregnancy she was delivered, after a natural labour completed without manual interference, of a puny and emaciated child, which gave but feeble signs of life. On the right leg of the child was a wound three fourths of an inch in length, which ran transversely from the outer to the inner ancle, and had divided the skin and muscular substance; and the tibia itself was broken at its lower extremity in such a manner that the epiphysis was detached. The lips of the wound were pale, bloodless, and flaccid. The epiphysis was completely detached from the lower end of the tibia which protruded from the wound, was directed outwards, had lost its periosteum, and presented an unhealthy appearance. Reduction was attempted; but the attempt was not persevered in, because the edges of the wound were affected with sphacelus, and necrosis of the bone was evidently advancing. The disease spread and the child died on the thirteenth day. Carus regards this case as a proof that affections may be borne during intra-uterine life, which become speedily fatal after birth. He looks on it likewise as important in a medico-legal point of view; since, had any manual interference been resorted to in the progress of the labour, the suspicion of injury having been inflicted on the child by awkwardness or carelessness might easily have arisen." (pp. 198-9.) Cataract is the only affection of the organs of the senses noticed by M. Graetzer; and a few observations on diseases of the cerebro-spinal system (??77-80), followed by a general recapitulation, conclude the work. The above notice of the principal contents of this book may convey some notion of the labour and research which it displays, and which render it, in spite of all defects in its arrangement, indispensable to every one engaged in the study of intra-uterine pathology. We trust that M. Graetzer will follow out his original plan, and furnish us, in a second volume, with a view of the diseases of the placenta and other parts of the ovum.
